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Movies 
So we’ve all been on a bad date where 

nothing works out.  
Maybe you spilled your drink all over 

yourself, or perhaps you forgot your wallet 
at home like that scene straight out of Fast 
Times at Ridgemont High. Well Date Night 
sometimes feels just like that. Regardless of 
your nightmare date I’m sure you haven’t 
gone through what Steve Carell and Tina 
Fey go through in Date Night.

Carell and Fey play Phil and Claire 
Foster a married couple from New York 
whose marriage is less than passionate.  
They’re stuck in rut a going out to the 
same restaurant every weekend where 

their only form of entertainment is sizing 
up and ridiculing other couples around 
them.  After visiting their friends (played 
by Mark Ruffalo and Kristen Wiig) the 
idea of a divorce begins to creep into their 
thoughts.  In an attempt to re-spark their 
marriage, the Fosters decide to go out to 
dinner at a five-star restaurant in down-
town Manhattan. The chances of them 
getting a table are slim to none so Phil 
makes a bold move and decides to steal, 
and that’s when things begin to spiral out 

of control. Fey and Carell are fun to watch 
together, even if they are stuck trying to 
hold together a script with nothing there.  

The high points in the film are the 
cameos. Watching Carell cringe and Fey 
drool over a shirtless Mark Wahlberg is 
where to find the biggest laughs, and you’ll 
get a kick out of watching James Franco 
play a dirty thug similar to his role in 

Pineapple Express.
The script for Date Night is weak and 

at times ridiculous (watch the car chase 
scene through the streets of Manhattan 
that’s funny for maybe the first minute), 
and with such a great supporting cast 
it’s a shame their talents are unseen and 
underused. We’re lucky to get a minute 
of dialogue out of the underrated Kristen 

Wiig and we don’t see enough of James 
Franco’s character.  

If it wasn’t for Tina Fey and Steve 
Carell, this movie would already have 
been forgotten.  The two show charm and 
chemistry together and that’s just enough 
to keep this sinking ship afloat.  Date Night 
just barely gets by, but you may not want 
to take it out again if it was a real date.
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arTS & enTerTainmenT

Frontman from Iceland’s Sigur Ros releases solo album
austin Paul

Music

With Icelandic band Sigur Rós 
announcing an in-definite hiatus in 
January, Jónsi, the vocalist and gui-
tarist for the band, released his debut 
solo album Go on April 6, bringing  
new and familiar sounds to listeners. 

Known for their etherial and 
atmospheric post-rock, Sigur Rós 
have had a growing following since 
their formation in 1997, but only 
blew into the North American music 
scene with Takk..., released in 2005. 
Since then, they have continued 
to grow in popularity, playing sold 
out shows across Canada and the 
U.S. while on tour for their latest 
release in 2008, Með suð í eyrum við 
spilum endalaust, which translates 
to With A Buzz In Our Ears We Play 
Endlessly.

With songs usually breaking 
the 10 minute mark, Jónsi’s falsetto 
vocals, bowed guitars and unique per-

cussion techniques, Sigur Rós have 
crafted a sound no other can create 
and one must hear to understand. 

Luckily, being one of the lead-
ing writers and art directors of the 
band, Jónsi has brought many ele-
ments from Sigur Rós to Go.

Starting off with an array of 
chirping and indistinguishable 
vocal samples, before an upbeat 
tempo led by the banging of the 
floor tom, “Go Do”, the album’s 
opener and first single sets a cheer-
ful and optimistic mood for Go. 

Many songs follow the chipper 
mood of “Go Do,” a sound Sigur 
Rós used sparingly. The traditional, 
melancholic and darker sound Sigur 
Rós have been known for can be 
heard in songs like “Tornado,” which 
is driven by Jónsi’s haunting falsetto 
vocals, piano, building percussion 
and a string quartet.

Mostly sung in English, a lan-
guage Jónsi only began singing in 

on Sigur Rós’ last release, Go only 
features two songs sung in Icelandic 
like “Hengilás” and contains no songs 
in Vonlenska. 

Vonlenska, which roughly trans-
lates to Hopelandic, is a language 
invented by the band and has been 
described by them as “a form of gib-

berish vocals that fits to the music.”
Vonlenska was first heard on the 

2001 album (  ). The album which 
featured “Untitled #4,” a song used 
in Cameron Crowe’s Vanilla Sky, was 
sung entirely in the made up language. 
The band have since sung Vonlenska 
on a handful of songs on all of their 

later releases. 
But with the absence of Volenska, 

predominately English-sung vocals, 
shorter song lengths and more focus 
on upbeat tempos, Jónsi has not for-
gotten the etherial Sigur Rós sound, 
but has crafted it into a more main-
stream and radio-friendly form on Go.

Tina Fey and Steve Carell find themselves distracted over a shirtless Mark Wahlberg.

Stars struggle to keep Date Night afloat

With Sigur Ros on hiatus, Jonsi takes a 
stab at a solo career with Go

Tiny country is home to some big name artists 
The Sugarcubes: An alternative rock group formed in 1986 and disbanded in 
1992. Started off the musical career of Icelandic singer, Bjork.
Gained attention in the UK with the help of BBC’s famed DJ, John Peel, who played 
“Birthday” which eventually became single of the year among his listeners. Even af-
ter their demise, The Sugarcubes were considered Iceland’s most successful group 
before the rise of Sigur Ros.
Bjork: A singer/songwriter born in Reykjavik. 
She began her solo project after The Sugurcubes broke up in 1992.
Nominated for 15 Grammy Awards, Bjork has been known for her experimental 
and avant-garde music and personality, with offbeat and energetic sounds and 
off-the-wall outfits and stage shows. 
Mum: An experimental musical group formed in 1997. Much like Sigur Ros, the 
band uses unconventional instruments and effects. Despite being known by fans 
of bands of similar genres, Mum’s experimental sounds have not given them the 
global popularity like Sigur Ros.

Carell and Fey fight
to save their marriage 
...and this movie


